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syntactic 
pragmatic 
semantic 
three aspects of pictograms to analyze1

1 As developed by the AIGA , 1974 

download signs here: www.aiga .org /content.cfm/symbol-signs  

or see link from class website



syntactic 
 
the formal aspects of the pictogram 

what does it look like?



pragmatic 
 
the practical aspects of the pictogram 

how does it reproduce? 

(will it hold up at a small size? can it be presented 

on a screen as well as paper? etc)



semantic 

the meaning aspects of the pictogram 

how does it communicate?  

(is it easy to determine what it means?)










