EIGHT TYPES
OF TYPEFACES



THIS PRESENTATION

IS AN OVERVIEW. WE’LL
GET INTO MORE DETAIL
AS WE GO ALONG.



HUMANIST
OLD STYLE
TRANSITIONAL
MODERN

EGYPTIAN / SLAB SERIF






humanist

BEGAN IN ITALY IN 1460S
GUTENBERG’S MOVEABLE TYPE, 1455

ALDUS MANUTIUS
NICHOLAS JENSON
REVIVED BY WILLIAM MORRIS IN 1890S

HUMANIST REFERS TO “HUMANISTIC
HANDWRITING”

VENETIAN REFERS TO PRINTING CAPITAL
OF THE WORLD AT THAT TIME






old style

VERY POPULAR TODAY,
ESPECIALLY FOR BOOKS

LATE 15TH TO EARLY 18TH CENTURY
POPULAR IN FRANCE, ITALY, NETHERLANDS,
AND ENGLAND

BROAD CATEGORY






transitional

ROMAN DU ROI

GREATER PRECISION DUE TO
DEVELOPMENT OF ENGRAVING TOOLS

REFINEMENT
BASKERVILLE: 1757

BETTER PRINTING TECHNOLOGY, INK AND
PAPER ALLOWED FOR CRISPER FORMS






modern

FIRMIN DIDOT,
FRENCH TYPE DESIGNER: 1784

GIAMBATTISTA BODONI,

ITALIAN PRINTER AND TYPE DESIGNER
CREATED A TYPOGRAPHIC MANUAL WITH A
TREATISE ON PROPER PRINTING

1818

UNIFORMITY OF DESIGN, TASTE

DRAMA






egyptian
slab serif

SQUARE SERIFS
MECANES

BORN ALONG WITH ADVERTISING

EARLY 20TH-CENTURY, SOMETIMES
MADE OF WOOD



sans serif type families












