Grid and design philosophy

The use of the grid &% an ardaring syilam s tha
gxpression of a conain mental aflilude Nasmuch as i
shows that the designer conceives his work | lerms tha
are constniclive and arignisd o the future.

Thés is the expression ol 3 prolessional ethas: the
designer's work shauld have the clearly inteiligils,
objoctive, funstional and aosthetc quality of
mathamatical iinking.

His werk should ihus be & contibution io genaral
eufiurs and ileel faem part of i

Construciive design which is capable o analysis and
repraduction can infeence and onhance he lasle

of & society and the way i concelves 1orms and Colours.
Duasign which (s chiective, commifled to the cemmon
waal, well eamposed and refined constitules 1he Dasis
of damacratie behaviour. Construclivist dasign means
fhe corvarsion ol design laws imo practecel solutions.
Work dona systematically and in accardance with sirict
faernal principlas rakes those demands for diracingss,
irtalligibility and the integration of all faclors which arg
alsa vl i sociopoiiical life,

Warking with the grid system means submitting o laws
of universal validity.

The use of the grd systom implies

tha will to systematize, to clarify

the vl bo panelrate to tho assentials, 19 ooncantrals
the wall fo cultivale clpactivily instead of subjectivity
thie will 1o Ationakize the crealke and technical
praduclion processes

the will b inbegrate elemants of colour, form and
maatgainl

the willl 1o achieve archiaciural dominion ovar surface
and spaca

the will 1o 2860t a positive. lorward-looking attituos

e recognition of the importance of aducabon and the
glffect of work devised in a constructive and creative
Epifil.

Every visual creative work (s 8 mandestation of the
character of the designar. If is a refiection of his knawl
e, nis abllity, and his mantaliy,
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The typographic grid

The grid divides & wo-dimens:anal plang intd smalbar
flalds or a three-dimansional space ino smaller
compartmants. The falds or compartments may ba

iha same of diflerent in size. The hitds comespond 0
depth iz a specifc numbar of lings of tex1 and 1he width
ol the Gelds is identical wih thae widgth of the columns,
The dapths ond the widths are indicaled in hypegraphic
FaaSUREs, B points and cicenos,

The fields are separated by an imtarmadiale space o
that an the one hand pictures do nod louch each odher
and lagibility is thus pregerved and on the othar that
captions can be placed belaw the (lusiratsns.,

The variical distanco batween the ligkds = 1, 2 ar mara
Enes of texi, tha horzontal space depending on the
size of the type character and of the illusirations.

By means af this division inte grid fields the alemens
of design. viz. hypagraphy, photograghy, (Tustration and
colour, can be dspased v a better way, Thase elemants
ara adjustod 1o the size of 1he grd feids and fithed
pracisaly Into tha sz of 1he Helds. The emailes]
illustration comesponds (0 1he smalles: grid fakd

The geid for & ¥ page cOmprses a smallor of larger
falemiber of such g fiekds. All llustrations, pholograghs,
siatistics, abe, hawve the slzeof 1.2, 3 or 4 grid helds,
in this way 8 cefain wiwlormity is attained 0 1he prasen-
tation of visual inlarmaricn.

Thea grid datermines 1ha constant demensions of space
Thera is vistualhy no limd 1 e number of grid divisions,
It may ba said in general thal every pisce of work

mast b slucied vary carelully 80 as b arfind al the
specilic grid networs corrgsponding ho its

requirements.

The mula: The fawor the diferences in the size of the
illustrations, the quieter the Impress:on crgated by Hh
design, Ag a contialling system the grid makes i

aasiar to give the surlace of space & rational
arganization,

Suwch a system of arangement compels the des.gnar o
be honest in his uso of design resources. IE requires
him 1o coma te temms with the problem o hand and 1o
anadyse it 11 fosiers analyticel thinking and Gives the



The lypographic grid

soluticn of the problem a logical and matarial basts. If
thog bext and piclures are arranged systamatically, (he
prioitias siand aul mone cleaty.

A suitabile geid in visual desigh makes it aasar

a

o consiruct the angument abjactivaly with tha maans
af wisual communication

b

to construct the text and (llusiralive material
sysiematcally and logically

g

o organize the béxl and illugiralions in B compact
arrangement with its own mhythm

d

fo puit logathor the visual mataral 5o that 2 s resdly
inkelipbie and structured with a high degras of tansien,

Thare are vansus reasons for using the gad &s &n aid
in ihe arganization of taxi and lllusiration:

SOONOMIC Meassns: & problém can be sahved in Has Ime
and a1 lower cost;

raticnal raasons: bath simple and complex problems
can ba sohwed in & uniform and chamclarislic style;
menial altitude: the systematic presantation of facts, of
sequences ol evens, and of sedutions 1o probiams
shiould, for social and educational reasons, be a
conatructive conribution 1o the cultwat sime of socisy
and an axpression of our SENSe of responsbany,
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What is the purpose of the grid?

Thie grid is used by the ypographes, graphic designer,
photographer and exhiblion designer for sohing wsusl
prodlems i teo and three dmensions. The graghic
designer and fypographes use it for desgning press
adverigements, Brochures, catafoguas, Doaks,
penodicats, gbe., and the exhibiton designer for con-
gabving his plan for exhibdtions and show-window
displays.

By arranging tha surface and spaces in (ha form of a
geid the dasignar is favourably placed to dispose his
texts, pholographs and diagrams in gontormity with
oijectnie and functional criteda. The piciondl alarmants
afe reduced b0 A few formats of the same sizg. The
size of the pictures it determined acconging bo their
impoaants lor ihe Subjecl.

The reduction of thie number of visual slaments ysed
and halr iIncorporation i a grd Sysiem cragies 3 sansd
ol compact planning, intelligibility &nd clanty, and
supgests ordardiness of dasign. This ordorliness lends
atded coedibility to the informaticn and indutes
eonfidance.

Idormation gresentad with clear and logically 581 ot
tles, sublithes, texts, lustrations and captions will not
anly be read more quickly and easily but the iMormaton
wil also be baflar snderstiood and relained in the
mamany, This is & scientifically proved fact snd the
dasignar should bear i constanily in mind

Tha grid can ba sucoessiully used for the corporals
igantlles of ems. This includes all wisual media of e
farmatan (rom the wisiting card 10 the axhibition stand:
&l grinted larms ‘or slamal and ectemal use, advar-
1isang MAREr, vaheclas for goods and passengar tans
pait, name-plales and katlaring on bulldings, ate,



